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Northern and the Northern Pacific railways
cross the state from east to west; the Chicago,
Milwaukee, Saint Paul & Pacific crosses the
southwestern corner. The Minneapolis, Saint
Paul & Sault Sainte Marie, main line, passes
through the state from southeast to north-
west.

Education. The population of school age
is about 180,000; the school system includes
over 204 classical high schools, about 390
consolidated schools, over 1,570 grade schools
that meet the standards of the state depart-
ment of education. The land grant for
schools amounts to one-eighteenth of the area
of the state; one-half of this grant has
been sold for more than $20,000,000. Higher
education is offered at the state university
and Wasley College at Grand Forks,
Jamestown College, the state agricultural
college, at State College, and at teachers col-
leges maintained at Ellendale, Dickinson,
Mayville, Minot and Yalley City. The junior
colleges are the School of Forestry at Bot-
tineau and the State School of Science at
Wahpeton.

Other Institutions. The school for the
blind is at Bathgate, the institution for the
feebleminded is at Grafton, and the school
for the deaf and dumb is at Devils Lake;
the state training school is at Mandan. There
is a soldiers' home at Lisbon and the peniten-
tiary is at the capital, Bismarck.

Cities. The principal cities are Bismarck
(11,090), Fargo (28,619), Grand Forks

(17,112), Jamestown (8,187), Minot (16,-
099).

Government. The legislature consists of
a senate that cannot contain fewer than
thirty, or more than fifty members, and a
house of representatives that must have not
fewer than sixty, nor more than 140, mem-
bers. The senators are elected for four
years; the representatives, for two years.
The legislature meets once in two years, and
the sessions are limited to sixty days. The
executive department consists of a governor,
a lieutenant-governor, a secretary of state,
an auditor, a treasurer, a superintendent of
public instruction, a commissioner of insur-
ance, three commissioners of railroads, an
attorney-general and a commissioner of agri-
culture and labor, each elected for two years.
The courts consist of a supreme court of
five judges, elected for six years, and twelve
district courts, presided over by a judge for
each district, elected for four years.

History. North Dakota with the exception
of the Bed River valley and areas draining
into Hudson Bay was a part of the Louisi-
ana Purchase. The first permanent settle-
ment was made by a party of Canadians un-
der Fathers Pronenter and Dumoulin in 1819.
Cbaboillez built the first fort or trading post
in 1797. The reaper and the railroad gave to
the region great promise of development and
in 1851 a large portion of tlie territory was
opened to white settlement, a part being at-
tached to Minnesota Territory and a part